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SUBJECT: SOYUZPECHAT DIRECTOR DISCUSSES AMERIKA 
REF: MOSCOW 5402 

1 . AI EDITOR IN-CHIEF POTEETE ACCOMPANIED ET PRESS 
ATTACHE PAID FAREWELL CALL JULY 20 ON SOYUZPECHAT DIREC- 
TOR BARASHENKO AND HIS ASSISTANT RESPONSIBLE FOR AI 
PROKUDINA. 

2. BARASHENKO ASKED POTEETE ABOUT HIS TRIPS TO BAKU, 

KIEV AND LENINGRAD. AI EDITOR REPLIED HE HAD MET WITH 
SOYUZPECHAT REPS IN KIEV AND LENINGRAD BUT HAD NOT BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL IN BAKU. 

3. POTEETE SAID HE SURPRISED TO LEARN THAT HALF OF 4000 

COPIES OF AI DISTRIBUTED IN LENINGRAD AREA WENT TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

PROKUDINA REPLIED THAT IN THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE ABOUT 15,000 
(25 PERCENT) COPIES OF AI GO TO SUBSCRIBERS 
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NEWSSTANDS. BY CONTRAST, 80 PERCENT OF SOVIET MAGAZINES 
ARE SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION. BARASHENKO SAID PERCENTAGE 
VARIES BY PUBLICATION AND REGION, E.G. IN RURAL AREAS 
A HIGHER PERCENTAGE IS SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION. KIOSK DIS- 
TRIBUTORS ARE FIRST ASKED HOW MANY OF EACH PUBLICATION 
THEY NEED AND REMAINING COPIES PRINTED ARE AVAILABLE TO 
SUBSCRIBERS. BARASHENKO NOTED THAT DEMAND FOR SOME PUB- 
LICATIONS EXCEEDS PRINT RUNS. 

4. POTEETE ASKED HOW SUBSCRIBERS TO AI COULD BE REACHED 
IN ORDER TO ASK THEM FOR SUGGESTIONS ON IMPROVING THE 
PUBLICATION, I.E., COULD SOYUZPECHAT PROVIDE AI WITH LIST 

OF SUBSCRIBERS. BARASHENKO FIRST REPLIED THAT HE ONLY HAD 
NAMES OF SUBSCRIBERS IN MOSCOW WHILE SUBSCRIPTION LISTS 
FOR OTHER AREAS WERE AVAILABLE AT REGIONAL SOYUZPECHAT 
OFFICES. WHEN POTEETE REQUESTED MOSCOW LIST, BARASHENKO 
QUIKCLY CONFERRED WITH PROKUDINA AND SAID ADDRESSES OF 
SUBSCRIBERS ARE HELD IN LOCAL POST OFFICES AND IN ORDER 
TO COMPILE LIST IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO CONTACT 600 
POST OFFICES IN MOSCOW ALONE. 

5. EMBOFF ASKED WHERE INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE ON KIOSKS 
WHICH DISTRIBUTED AI OUTSIDE MOSCOW. BARASHENKO REPLIED 
THAT WE HAD DISCUSSED THIS PREVIOUSLY, AND THAT THIS IN- 
FORMATION ONLY AVAILABLE IN LOCAL SOYUZPECHAT OFFICES. 
EMBOFF SAID WE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN KIOSK LISTS FOR 
ANY CITY BUT MOSCOW. SINCE EMBASSY OCCASIONALLY RECEIVES 
QUESTIONS FROM US ABOUT AI DISTRIBUTION IN USSR, FULLEST 
INFORMATION ON PROPER DISTRIBUTION WOULD HELP DISPEL 
SUSPICIONS THAT MAGAZINES ARE NOT REACHING 

SOVIET PEOPLE. BOROSHENKO REPLIED THAT DURING RECENT 
VISIT TO US HE HAD FAILED TO FIND SOVIET LIFE ON SALE 
ANYWHERE IN WASHINGTON, PHILADELPHIA OR NEW YORK. EMBOFF 
ASKED IF BARASHENKO HAD CONTACTED US DISTRIBUTION AGENTS 
AND HE ADMITTED HE HAD NOT. EMBOFF ALSO NOTED THAT OVER 
50 PERCENT OF SOVIET LIFE COPIES ARE SOLD BY SUBSCRIPTION IN THE 
US. BARASHENKO CONCLUDED THIS TOPIC BY SAYING THAT WITH 
34,000 KIOSKS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PROVIDE COMPLETE DATA 
ON WHERE AI IS SOLD. 
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6. POTEETE RETURNED TO THE SUBJECT OF CONTACTING AI 
READERS AND BARASHENKO SUGGESTED THAT A QUESTIONNAIRE BE 
ENCLOSED IN EACH COPY OF A FUTURE ISSUE. POTEETE WAS 
ASSURED THAT OTHER MAGAZINES HAVE DONE THIS AND THERE 

IS NO LAW AGAINST IT. AI EDITOR ASKED IF IT WOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO ENCLOSE PRE-PAID RETURN ENVELOPES FOR THE 
QUESTIONNAIRES OR IF SOYUZPECHAT WOULD BE WILLING TO MAIL 
OUT THE QUESTIONNAIRES. BARASHENKO FIRST SUGGESTED THE 
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REPLIES BE SENT COD TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY AND CONCLUDED 
THE DISCUSSION BY SAYING IF READERS WISHED TO RESPOND 
THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO SPEND SIX KOPECKS FOR A STAMP. 

7. BARASHENKO AND PROKUDINA RAISED PROBLEM OF AI DE- 
LIVERY TO USSR. THEY SAID SOYUZPECHAT IS RECEIVING NUM- 
EROUS COMPLAINTS FROM READERS AND KIOSK DISTRIBUTORS AND 
ALL THE LETTERS MUST BE ANSWERED. EMBOFF SAID WE HAD 
BEEN NOTIFIED JULY 16 THAT CUSTOMS HAD RECEIVED NO. 235 
BUT UNFORTUNATELY ONLY AN ESTIMATED 8,000 COPIES HAD 
ARRIVED. SOYUZPECHAT OFFICIALS WERE REQUESTED TO QUERY 
CUSTOMS AS WAS EMBASSY IN ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE WHEREABOUTS 
OF REMAINING AI COPIES. 

8. MEETING CONCLUDED WITH POTEETE EXTENDING INVITATION 
TO VISIT AI OFFICES DURING BARASHENKO NEXT VISIT TO US. 

MATLOCK 
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